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TEXT:
Luk 2:14 “Glory to God in the
highest,
And on earth peace,
goodwill toward men!”

WHAT IS PEACE ON EARTH?
Context: Luke 2
Glory in the Highest

8 Now there were in the same
country shepherds living out in the
fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. 9 And behold, an
angel of the Lord stood before
them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were
greatly afraid. 10 Then the angel
said to them, “Do not be afraid, for
behold, I bring you good tidings of
great joy which will be to all
people. 11 For there is born to you
this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
12 And this will be the sign to you:
You will find a Babe wrapped in

swaddling
manger.”
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13 And suddenly there was with
the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God and
saying:
14 “Glory to God in the highest,
And on earth
toward men!”

peace,

goodwill

15 So it was, when the angels had
gone away from them into heaven,
that the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us now go to

Bethlehem and see this thing that
has come to pass, which the Lord
has made known to us.” 16 And
they came with haste and found
Mary and Joseph, and the Babe
lying in a manger. 17 Now when
they had seen Him, they made
widely known the saying which was
told them concerning this Child.
18 And all those who heard it
marveled at those things which
were told them by the shepherds.
19 But Mary kept all these things
and pondered them in her heart.
20 Then the shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all

the things that they had heard and
seen, as it was told them.
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Peace On Earth – Begins or
Starts Naturally In Life itself
 As (human beings) animate
creatures, we are motivated to live
and continue living.
Psa 37:11 But the meek shall
inherit the earth,
And shall delight

themselves in the
abundance of peace.
 For this we need food, health and
safety.
Psa 37:37 Mark the blameless man,
and observe the upright;
For the future of that
man is peace.
 This may be considered a basic
good… we are driven to find food
and drink to sustain the body, to find
shelter from the elements that make
us feel uncomfortable, to find a
mate and produce children, and to

ensure our progeny survive to
become independent themselves.
Psa 85:8 I will hear what God the
LORD will speak,
For He will speak peace
To His people and to His
saints;
But let them not turn
back to folly.

Knowledge and aesthetic
experience
 Beyond basic living, we find pleasure
and value in learning and
experiences that can help us learn.
Psa 119:165 Great peace have

those who love Your
law,
And nothing causes
them to stumble.
 The seeking, sharing and use of
knowledge distinguishes humans
from … animals who live very much
on their instincts.
Pro 11:12 He who is devoid of
wisdom despises his
neighbor,
But a man of
understanding holds his
peace.
 '...human persons can know reality
and appreciate beauty and whatever

intensely engages their capacities to
know and to feel.'
Pro 12:20 Deceit is in the heart of
those who devise evil,
But counselors of peace
have joy.
 Beauty adds richness to our lives as
we experience it as pleasurable,
even just for its own sake.
Pro 16:7 When a man’s ways
please the LORD,
He makes even his
enemies to be at peace
with him.

Excellence in work and play
 When we act, we can do so casually
or with more intense purpose.
Pro 17:28 Even a fool is counted
wise when he holds his
peace;
When he shuts his lips,
he is considered
perceptive.
 In doing so, when we complete
something to a high standard, we
gain a pleasurable sense of
achievement.
Ecc 3:8 A time to love,
And a time to hate;
A time of war,
And a time of peace.

 This can be found in both work and
play contexts.
Isa 9:6 For unto us a Child is born,
Unto us a Son is given;
And the government will be
upon His shoulder.
And His name will be called
Wonderful, Counselor,
Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince
of Peace.
 There is benefit in excellence in work
as it not only creates substantial
value, it also helps progress our
careers.
Isa 9:7 Of the increase of His
government and peace

There will be no end,
Upon the throne of David
and over His kingdom,
To order it and establish it
with judgment and justice
From that time forward,
even forever.
The zeal of the LORD of
hosts will perform this.
 In play, we practice for real-world
situations and find release for our
creative drives and desires for
achievement that may not be
possible in the workplace.
Isa 26:3 You will keep him in
perfect peace,
Whose mind is stayed on
You,

Because he trusts in You.
 Finnis commented that 'Human
persons can transform the natural
world by using realities, beginning
with their own bodily selves, to
express meanings and serve
purposes. Such meaning-giving and
value creation can be realized in
diverse degrees.'
Isa 26:12 LORD, You will establish
peace for us,
For You have also done
all our works in us.

Friendship

 Beyond basic achievement we find
pleasure in connecting with other
people, forming close bonds that
affirm and extend our sense of
identity.
Isa 32:17 The work of
righteousness will be
peace,
And the effect of
righteousness, quietness
and assurance forever.
 Friends also help with basic needs
when they help us in times when we
are less able to help ourselves.
Isa 48:18 Oh, that you had heeded
My commandments!
Then your peace would

have been like a river,
And your righteousness
like the waves of the sea.
 Friends take us out of ourselves,
focusing on joint activity and on
being less selfish in what we do.
Isa 52:7 How beautiful upon the
mountains
Are the feet of him who
brings good news,
Who proclaims peace,
Who brings glad tidings of
good things,
Who proclaims salvation,
Who says to Zion,
“Your God reigns!”

 They connect us with the social
world and give opportunity for much
additional meaning in our lives.
Isa 53:5 But He was wounded for
our transgressions,
He was bruised for our
iniquities;
The chastisement for our
peace was upon Him,
And by His stripes we are
healed.
 Finnis noted the value of 'Various
forms of harmony between and
among individuals and groups of
persons—living at peace with others,
neighbourliness, friendship.'
Isa 54:10 For the mountains shall

depart
And the hills be removed,
But My kindness shall not
depart from you,
Nor shall My covenant of
peace be removed,”
Says the LORD, who has
mercy on you.
 When we are friends with others, we
are not their enemies and they are
not ours.
Isa 54:13 All your children shall be
taught by the LORD,
And great shall be the
peace of your children.

 We hence forgive each other more
as we accept friends as having good
intention.
Zec 8:16 These are the things you
shall do:
Speak each man the truth
to his neighbor;
Give judgment in your
gates for truth, justice,
and peace;
 This assumption changes how we act
towards them and hence how they
respond.
Mal 2:6 The law of truth was in his
mouth,
And injustice was not
found on his lips.

He walked with Me in
peace and equity,
And turned many away
from iniquity.

Self-integration
Mar 4:39 Then He arose and
rebuked the wind, and
said to the sea, “Peace,
be still!” And the wind
ceased and there was a
great calm.
 We are seldom in harmony within
ourselves as different values and
beliefs conflict and we can even
have contradicting … traits /

characteristics of … personalities
that emerge in different situations.
Mar 9:50 “Salt is good, but if the
salt loses its flavor, how
will you season it? Have
salt in yourselves, and
have peace with one
another.”
 This conflict itself causes inner stress
and as much as we can integrate and
harmonize our inner selves, the
more we can live at peace.
Luk 1:79 To give light to those who
sit in darkness and the
shadow of death,
To guide our feet into the
way of peace.”

 In this way, cognitive dissonance
creates a motivation tension that
drives us to change how we think.
Luk 7:50 Then He said to the
woman, “Your faith has
saved you. Go in peace.”
 Finnis said that 'Within individuals
and their personal lives, similar
goods can be realized. For feelings
can conflict among themselves and
be at odds with one’s judgements
and choices. The harmony opposed
to such inner disturbance is inner
peace.'
Jhn 14:27 “Peace I leave with you,
My peace I give to you;

not as the world gives
do I give to you. Let not
your heart be troubled,
neither let it be afraid.

Self-expression (or
practical
reasonableness)
Jhn 16:33 “These things I have
spoken to you, that in
Me you may have peace.
In the world you will
have tribulation; but be
of good cheer, I have
overcome the world.”

 In seeking to find harmony, we both
work within and without, interacting
with the world that reflects our
inner personality and drives.
Jhn 20:21 So Jesus said to them
again, “Peace to you! As
the Father has sent Me, I
also send you.”
 We seek to create and express
ourselves through autonomy, even
as forces for social compliance may
act to suppress inconsistent actions
that appear to threaten group
continuity and sustain hierarchies of
control.
Jhn 20:26 And after eight days His

disciples were again
inside, and Thomas with
them. Jesus came, the
doors being shut, and
stood in the midst, and
said, “Peace to you!”
 We seek harmony among our
judgements, choices and
performances so we can find peace
in consistency between our inner
selves and how we externally
express ourselves.
Act 9:31 Then the churches
throughout all Judea,
Galilee, and Samaria had
peace and were edified.
And walking in the fear of

the Lord and in the
comfort of the Holy Spirit,
they were multiplied.
 Finnis commented that 'One’s
choices can conflict with one’s
judgments and one’s behavior can
fail to express one’s inner self. The
corresponding good is harmony
among one’s judgments, choices,
and performances—peace of
conscience and consistency between
one’s self and its expression'
Act 10:36 “The word which God
sent to the children of
Israel, preaching peace
through Jesus Christ—He
is Lord of all—

Transcendence (or religion)
Rom 1:7 To all who are in Rome,
beloved of God, called to
be saints:
Grace to you and peace
from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ.
 In many ways we have a need for …
God … to believe in … HIM … offers
deeper meaning and transcendence
beyond our humdrum lives.
Rom 5:1 Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have
peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ,

 We may have FAITH or religious
experiences, perhaps born of our
beliefs or leading to a change in
what we believe.
Rom 8:6 For to be carnally minded
is death, but to be
spiritually minded is life
and peace.
 We also find comfort in the certainty
it offers as well as the side benefits
of friendship and social support.
Rom 10:15 And how shall they
preach unless they are
sent? As it is written:
“How beautiful are the
feet of those who

preach the gospel of
peace,
Who bring glad tidings
of good things!”
 In this we extend the search for
harmony outside and beyond us that
is essentially unknowable other than
a sensation of something much
greater than ourselves.
Rom 14:17 for the kingdom of God
is not eating and
drinking, but
righteousness and
peace and joy in the
Holy Spirit.
 Finnis pointed out that 'Most
persons experience tension with the

wider reaches of reality. Attempts to
gain or improve harmony
with some more-than-human source
of meaning and value take many
forms, depending on people’s world
views. Thus, another category...is
Peace with God, … or some … morethan-human source of meaning and
value.'
Rom 15:13 Now may the God of
hope fill you with all
joy and peace in
believing, that you may
abound in hope by the
power of the Holy
Spirit.

So what?
Rom 14:19 Therefore let us pursue
the things which make
for peace and the
things by which one
may edify another.
 Finnis develops from ideas of natural
law, that there is a greater order of
things and that these drive much of
what we do.
Rom 16:20 And the God of peace
will crush Satan under
your feet shortly. The
grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with you.
Amen.

 Our … needs can be found in other
models though Finnis gives yet
another lens by which to help
explain why we do what we do.
1Co 14:33 For God is not the
author of confusion but
of peace, as in all the
churches of the saints.
 And of course if you can understand
motivation, then you can act on this
to change minds … with God’s favor.
2Co 1:2 Grace to you and peace
from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ.

So Let’s Pray – for God’s
Peace On Earth This
Christmas!
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